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Our natural environment, and the ecosystem services it 

provides, needs to be both protected and, where possible, 

enhanced in light of increasing pressures from people, the 

economy and a changing climate. We will seek to protect 

our existing green spaces by pursuing a brownfield and 

town centres first approach to housing and employment site 

development and improving the quality of our parks, rivers 

and canals.

Places to play, develop and learn. We need our children to 

have great places to play and enjoy. We will therefore ensure 

the Greater Manchester Spatial Framework promotes access 

to good quality community green spaces for children to play 

and ensure we have accessible green space right across the 

region. 

Look beyond the usual places…………..



Priority 7 – A green city region for all



Active design - places and spaces for 

people



Why?

• Liveable City Region – Quality of place and quality of life

• NPPF - emphasise enhancing and improving the places in 

which people live their lives

• Connection with nature

• Health benefits (physical and mental)

• Biodiversity, ecological networks

• Green transport opportunities  

• Socio-economic benefits



What is the Plan..What’s the Story?

• We are working together to produce a joint development plan to manage 

the supply of land for jobs and new homes across Greater Manchester. 

• Our Plan will ensure that we have the right land in the right places to 

deliver the homes and jobs we need.

• It will identify the new infrastructure (such as roads, rail, Metrolink and 

utility networks) required to achieve this and

• Will consider environmental capacity of land and ecosystems in Greater 

Manchester, setting out how we will enhance and protect the quality of 

the natural environment, conserve wildlife and tackle air quality, reduce 

carbon emissions and flood risk issues.



Taking a placed based and partnership approach 

to the environment

• Ensure inputs and a steer from the Natural Capital Group – Greater 

Manchester’s Local Nature Partnership.

• Utilise the opportunity provided by Urban Pioneer to unlock 

resources from the Defra family.

• Developing principles to reflect the Natural Course approach 

‘spatially’ in other catchments.

• Developing a new and different relationship with United Utilities to 

shape an outcomes framework for Greater Manchester that can 

inform future investment plans and integrated drainage strategies.

• Work with Natural England and OS to identify the existing 

greenspace position and future policy options.



An integrated Spatial Strategy 
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A vision for the environment. 

To make it better within a 

generation & outcomes for 

places



Work Plan – November 2017
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National Planning Policy Requirements..

Paragraph 73 states: “Planning policies should be based on robust 

and up-to-date assessments of the needs for open space, sport and 

recreation facilities and opportunities for new provision. The 

assessments should identify specific needs and qualitative or 

quantitative deficits or surpluses of open space, sports and 

recreation facilities in the local area. Information gained from the 

assessment should be used to determine what open space, sports 

and recreational provision is required.”



We have to inspire a generation and 

provide them with hope for the future? 



Be radical in our approach……….


